SSQG Block of the Month
August - 2008

Scrappy Flower Basket
15” finished

Since | am a non-gardening person | get my flower fix in fabric.
Any flower that finds itself in my home knows that ‘The End’ is
near and certain. | am on a scrappy kick with my quilting now.
| want to bust my stash and start collecting again. So, dig out
your 4" pieces from leftover projects and let's plant some
scrappy baskets that will live forever!

Fabric and Cutting Instructions (Note #1: Because the directions are to cut some squares once on
the diagonal, you might find it easier to deal with the bias edges if you spray starch your fabric
before cutting. This adds body and for me make the fabric more manageable.)

Background — Cream, off-white or ecru. Cut five 4" squares. Cut once on the diagonal. You will
have 10 triangle pieces. Cut one 3 %" square and two rectangles that are
3" x9 Y.

Flowers — For a greater variety, try to have at least 10 different florals in light, medium and dark
values. Cutinto 4” squares and cut once on the diagonal. You will need 17 floral triangles but having a
variety to pick from is great!

Basket — Take your pick of any fabric that reads as a solid or looks like a basket. Remember this
is a scrappy quilt and so anything goes as long as there is a good contrast between your flowers and the
basket. Cut three 4” squares and cut once on the diagonal. Cut three 3 ¥2” squares.

Sewing Sequence & Instructions (Note #2: Sewing half-square triangles can cause some problems if
the pointy edges want to get pushed into the needle hole on the throat plate. Using a ‘leader’
easily solves this problem. A leader is a scrap of fabric that has been folded a couple of times
and then sewn over but not removed. With the leader under the presser foot sew just to the edge
of it and then feed the first HST and then the next ~ sewing your triangles, one after the other until
the last one is sewn.)

1. Make 7 HST’'s using one background triangle and one floral triangle. These will be used
on the outer edge of the block.

2. Make 3 HST's using two different floral triangles for each HST.

3. Make 3 HST’'s using one basket fabric and one floral fabric.

4, Make 2 HST’'s using one basket fabric and one background triangle.

5. Press HST'’s carefully, square up to 3 %2".

Row #1 Sew 4 HST together }Sew rows
Row #2 Sew 4 HST together Hogether to
Row #3 Sew 3 HST together and 1 basket square }orm block
Row #4 Sew 2 HST together and 2 basket squares }and add

Row #5 || Sew 1rectangle and 1 HST together }right side row
Right side row Sew 1 rectangle, 1 HST & 1 square — sew to unit

(Note #3: You might find it easier to sew the rows together if you press the above joining seams open. If
not, make sure that you have the seam allowances nested so that fabric bulk is divided evenly and going
in opposite directions.)

QUESTIONS? CONTACT SUE DAVIS



